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VI. An Account of a Singular Species of 
Wafp and Locuft: By Samuel Felton, 
Efq\ F. R. S. in a Fetter to Mr. Henry 
Baker, F. R. S. 


Dear Sir, 


King-Street, Covent-Garden, 
December 2, 1763. 


Read Feb. 2 , f ' | n S H E honour I received, by being elec- 
1764. ted a fellow of the Royal Society, 

excites me through gratitude to offer that learned 
body whatever occurs to me new, or worthy atten¬ 
tion in the animal world; and the refpeit I bear you* 
dearfir, for your learning and goodnefs, to which I mull 
add your having been fo ufeful a member of that 
learned body luch a number of years, and the encou¬ 
ragement you have conftantly fhewn towards promot¬ 
ing natural hiftory, emboldens me to tranfmit to you 
this paper containing the defcriptions of a very lingular 
lpecies of Wafp and of Loculi, [T ab. VI.] which I met 
with in the Ifland of Jamaica. I made what fearch I 
could in the natural hiftorians, but cannot find that they 
have ever been taken notice of, therefore areas yet un¬ 
known to the learned, or non- defcripts. I therefore 
offer them by your means to the infpe&ion of the 
Royal Society, to be inferred in the Tranfactions, 
if deemed worthy their attention. X beg leave 
to accompany thefe defcriptions not only with the 

fubje<!ts 
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fubje&s themfelves, but alfo with accurate drawings 
to compleat their hiftory, and am, with great efteem. 

Dear Sir, 

Your moft obedient 

And mod: obliged humble fervant 

Samuel Felton. 


I. Crinita — Vefpa fetis colli thoracis abdominisque 
radiantibus corpore longioribus. 

Large as a common Wafp, but rather narrower. 

The head is brownifh, the vertex biack, in a triangu¬ 
lar form. 

The Antennee are fhorter than the thorax, a little 
thicker towards the end, of a yellow brownifh 
colour j but black in the middle. 

The thorax is light brownifh on the back, but on 
the fides and underneath black: before the infer- 
tion of the wings, there are two yellow lines run¬ 
ning tranfverfely downwards; juft over the infertion 
of the wings two hairs go out on each fide of equal 
length, and very near twice as long as the whole 
body; from the upper part of the neck likewile 
go out two hairs as long as the body. 

The Abdomen is divided into fix fegments of which 
the firft is very narrow at its bafis, quite black, 
only the hind margins yellow j from this fegment 
there only grow out two hairs twice as long as the 
abdomen, at the bafe but no where elfe* the other 

five 
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five fegments are betwixt brown and yellow co¬ 
loured, their hind margins a little paler, and the 
fecond has a black girth near the fore margin ; hairs 
go out near the fore fegment as rays; in the fe¬ 
cond only three, and they fhorter than the abdo¬ 
men, efpecially the fide ones; in the third, fourth 
and fifth fegments, there are four or five long 
hairs longer than the body, and feveral fhorter ones* 
efpecially underneath where there are no longer 
ones} the fixth fegment is terminated with a long 
hair. 

All thefe hairs are of a light brown colour, feem to 
be fliff, but their ends are quite loft like papillae, 
and from thence thicker. 

'The wings are fhorter than the abdomen; the upper 
ones folded. 

The legs are black, except the thighs which are yel¬ 
low ; at their joints there are fhort hair like rays, 
whofe ends are likewife fhort and thickened. 

II. Rhombea Cicada thorace compreflo membra- 
naceo foliaceo fubrhombeo poftico latiore. 

The thorax is like a leaf that is raifed perpendicularly 
from the body; it is three times as broad as the 
body, but the fame length. This leaf is very near 
of a rhomboid figure,, a little broader, or rather 
higher over the back ; it is membranaceous, pro¬ 
bably brownifh, (when alive) half pellucid, with 
two fpots that are more pellucid, or tranfparent $ 
the larger one is very near the middle, but the 
fmaller lower; the margins are waved, efpecially 
towards the hind angle; over the forepart of the 
body the leaf is double. 

The 
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The abdomen is a little longer projeded backwards than 
the leaf of the thorax. 

The inJ’eSl had not yet got its coleoptera and 
wings. 

The hind thighs that are thicker have on the upper 
fide an additional narrow membrane added to 
them. 

The head and maxilla are very like thofe of the grvl- 
lus’s, but there is fuch an affinity between this 
and the Cicada foliata Linn. fvft. nat. 435.6. that I 
(hould think it the fame fpecies, if the thorax of this 
was not broader behind towards the end. 

The antenna are broke off j elfe from their length 
one might learn, to what genus the tribe Linnaeus 
calls Cicada foliacea (fyft. nat. p. 435.) ffiould be 
referred j for I am in doubt whether Linnaeus ever 
has feen perfed fpecimens of them. 


VII. Jn 
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